Annex 1: International standards applicable in emergencies
1. International humanitarian law

The four Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their additional protocols of 1977 are the foundation of international humanitarian law. States and other parties to conflict are required to respect the distinction between combatants and civilians, use only the degree of violence proportionate to their military requirements, and ensure relief reaches those who are not participating in the hostilities such as civilians, wounded and sick combatants, and prisoners of war. The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) is the body specifically mandated under the conventions to monitor certain aspects of implementation. Other humanitarian organizations can rely on humanitarian law to monitor the level of protection given to civilians and provide necessary relief on an impartial and independent basis.
The Geneva conventions are further supplemented by other international instruments that restrict the use of certain practices, tactics and weapons during war, including 

· The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 1948.

· The Statute of the International Criminal Court: details accountability for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide
· The 1972 Biological Weapons Convention 

· The 1980 Conventional Weapons Convention and its five protocols 

· The 1993 Chemical Weapons Convention 

· The 1997 Ottawa Convention on anti-personnel mines 

· The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict.

See the ICRC website: http://www.icrc.org/
2. International refugee law

Refugee law arises out of the Convention on the Status of Refugees of 1951 and its 1967 protocol, as well as several regional refugee conventions such as the Organization of African Unity Convention on refugees and the Cartagena Declaration in Latin America. These define the status and rights of refugees, including the core right not to be returned to a country where one fears danger (non-refoulment). Host governments have primary responsibility for protecting refugees, but the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) coordinates assistance internationally. While internally displaced persons were not explicitly covered under refugee law, IDP rights are recognized and protected under mechanisms such as the UN Guiding Principles for Internal Displacement. (see section 5 below)
For more see: http://www.unhcr.org/basics/BASICS/3c0f495f4.pdf
3. International human rights law 

International human rights protection is different but complementary to International humanitarian law. While humanitarian law applies in times of armed conflict to limit the suffering caused by war, the primary focus of human rights standards is to protect individuals against government violations of internationally recognized civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights at all times.  Human rights are the legal underpinning of humanitarian work pertaining to natural disasters, as there is no other international legal framework to guide such activities in areas where there is no armed conflict. It is however important to recognize that governments are allowed to limit the application of certain rights during times of emergency, in the interests of public order and safety. Different countries have different laws governing such limitations.  International human rights standards are found in treaties and conventions that include:

· The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948

· International covenant on civil and political rights

· International covenant on economic social and cultural rights

· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, 1965.

· Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women, 1979.

· Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 1984

· Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1989, and the optional protocol on the use of child soldiers 1990

See CARE handbook on Human rights and Rights based programming 

4. UN Resolutions  

The Security Council is the highest organ within the UN dealing with issues of peace and security. The Council has adopted a number of resolutions in recent years that promote some core humanitarian themes. They include

a.  UN Security Council Resolutions on children and armed conflict -1261 (1999), 1314 (2000), 1379 (2001), 1460 (2003), 1539 (2004) and 1612 (2005)
These resolutions address the particular vulnerability of children during conflict to violations such as killing, sexual violence, abduction and recruitment as child soldiers. Among other things they establish an international monitoring and reporting system to document gross violations against children in conflict and mandate the UN Secretary General to publish lists of parties to armed conflict that recruit and use children as soldiers. Parties listed may be targeted for Security Council action. 
For more see http://www.watchlist.org/
b. UN Security Council Resolution 1325 of 2000 on women, peace and security

This resolution recognizes the distinct impact of armed conflict on women and girls and the important role of women in peace-building. It calls on member states, UN and other actors to ensure increased protection of women and girls during war, prosecution of rape, sexual violence and other crimes against women, and greater participation of women in decision-making in conflict resolution and peace processes. There is currently no mechanism to monitor  the implementation of this resolution

For more see http://womenwarpeace.org/webfm_send/82
c. UN Security Council Resolutions on the Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict - 1738 (2006) 1674 (2006), 1265(1999) and 1296 (2000)
These resolutions assert the council’s concern over respect for international humanitarian and human rights law. They address issues such as protection civilians during conflict, humanitarian access, the targeting of relief workers by belligerents and sexual exploitation and abuse by UN Field personnel. The language of these resolutions has increasingly been incorporated into the mandates of UN peacekeeping missions. 

For more see: http://ochaonline.un.org/HumanitarianIssues/ProtectionofCiviliansinArmedConflict/tabid/1114/Default.aspx
5. UN Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC)
The IASC is the primary mechanism for UN inter-agency coordination of humanitarian assistance, bringing together key UN and non-UN agencies to develop humanitarian policies. CARE is represented in the committee through its membership in the following NGO consortia 

· the Steering  Committee on Humanitarian Response (SCHR)

· the international Council on Voluntary Action (ICVA)

· the American Council for Voluntary International Action (InterAction)
Key IASC guidelines and policies include:

a. UN Guiding Principles for Internal Displacement, 1998.
These principles address the protection and assistance of internally displaced persons. Though they are not legally binding, they draw from international legal obligations under humanitarian, human rights and refugee law. They set out the obligations of states, armed opposition groups and international organizations towards IDPs on issues such as protection during displacement, safe return, resettlement and reintegration and attention to specific needs of displaced women and children. 
For more see: http://www.reliefweb.int/ocha_ol/pub/idp_gp/idp.html
b. Operational Guidelines on Human rights and Natural Disasters 2006 

These guidelines are aimed at actors involved in disaster response and offer guidance on the protection of human rights in situations of natural disaster. They address issues that may arise in such situations including discrimination in aid provision; enforced relocation; sexual and gender-based violence; loss of documentation; recruitment of children into fighting forces; unsafe or involuntary return or resettlement; and issues of property restitution. 

http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/documents/working/OtherDocs/2006_IASC_NaturalDisasterGuidelines.pdf
c. Guidelines on Gender-Based Violence Interventions in Humanitarian Settings: 
The Guidelines detail minimum interventions for prevention and response to sexual violence to be undertaken in the early stages of an emergency.
http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/content/subsidi/tf_gender/gbv.asp
6. Common NGO standards
 CARE has developed a humanitarian accountability framework which integrates these common international standards (See CET chapter 2 on humanitarian a policy and 9 on quality and accountability)
a. Code of Conduct for the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement and NGOs in Disaster Relief

CARE is a signatory to this code, which details standards of independence, effectiveness and impact for NGOs in humanitarian response. Key principles include
· Humanity: humanitarian action should be based firmly on the humanitarian imperative 
· Impartiality:  Aid is given regardless of the race, creed or nationality of the recipients and without adverse distinction of any kind
· Independence: Humanitarian agencies should not act as instruments of government policy 
b. The Sphere Charter and Minimum standards in disaster relief 
This charter, which CARE subscribes to, sets out what people affected by disasters have a right to expect from humanitarian assistance. It aims to improve the quality and accountability of assistance provided to people in emergencies. 

c. The Humanitarian Accountability Partnership (HAP) Principles and standards in humanitarian accountability

HAP is a multi-agency initiative to improve the quality and accountability of humanitarian action. 
For more see http://www.hapinternational.org/default.aspx 

d. People in Aid Code of good practice 
CARE subscribes to this internationally recognized tool which comprises 7 principles for promoting good practice in the management and support of aid personnel. For more see 

http://www.peopleinaid.org/
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