ANNEXE 11: EXAMPLE OF MARKET PRICES FOLLOW UP 
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A general pattern of a reduction in prices at the end of each month, mirrors the camp distribution timetable. The 

availability of bulgur remained 'normal' throughout the period with only minor fluctuations in price. Corn meal 

became absent after the third week of May, after being dropped from some aid distributions. A small quantity 

was seen in the third week of July with a trader who was disposing of remaining stock.

Beans were absent during the first four weeks in May, to be replaced by lentils. This is also a reflection of 

changes to the components of the food aid ration. 



The availability of CSB in the central market showed some fluctuation during the last three months.  Interviews 

suggest that this is a result of the increased numbers of new IDPs arrving in Freetown. Those receiving food aid 

usually sell part of their CSB ration to established traders. As a result of the influx, some new IDPs also 

borrowed food aid from their hosts either to consume or to sell in the street, with the result that a smaller 

quantity was sold by the regular traders. 

The supply and price of imported sugar and local salt remained stable during the reporting period (at Le 769 per 

kg for salt and Le 1154 for sugar). Port records indicate that a total of 671 MT of sugar arrived in May, and 22 MT 

in June. Total tonnage from January to June is 5,057 MT. 
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A general pattern of a reduction in prices at the end of each month, mirrors the camp distribution timetable. The 

availability of bulgur remained 'normal' throughout the period with only minor fluctuations in price. Corn meal 

became absent after the third week of May, after being dropped from some aid distributions. A small quantity 

was seen in the third week of July with a trader who was disposing of remaining stock.

Beans were absent during the first four weeks in May, to be replaced by lentils. This is also a reflection of 

changes to the components of the food aid ration. 



The availability of CSB in the central market showed some fluctuation during the last three months.  Interviews 

suggest that this is a result of the increased numbers of new IDPs arrving in Freetown. Those receiving food aid 

usually sell part of their CSB ration to established traders. As a result of the influx, some new IDPs also 

borrowed food aid from their hosts either to consume or to sell in the street, with the result that a smaller 

quantity was sold by the regular traders. 

The supply and price of imported sugar and local salt remained stable during the reporting period (at Le 769 per 

kg for salt and Le 1154 for sugar). Port records indicate that a total of 671 MT of sugar arrived in May, and 22 MT 

in June. Total tonnage from January to June is 5,057 MT. 
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_1087039717.xls
May

		Buying exchange rate for US$		May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Bank		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800

		Exchange bureau		2000		2000		2100		2000		2000		2020

		parallel market		2010		2020		2010		2010		2010		2012

		Selling exchange rate for US$		May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Bank		2300		2300		2300		2250		2250		2280

		Exchange bureau		2350		2350		2450		2450		2300		2380

		parallel market		2015		2030		2015		2015		2015		2018

		FOOD ITEMS		May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		769		769		800		962		962		852.4

		Rice local per cup (wala)		1538		1538		1154		1200		1154		1316.8

		Rice local per cup (rough)		1667		1667		1667		1600		1600		1640.2

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Cassava tubers		769		862				1754		1667		1010.4

		Sweet Potato tubers		625		625		676		625		714		653

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Gari (cup)		435		435		435		400		400		421

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Cassava Leaves (bundle)		500						300		500		260

		Potato Leaves (bundle)		150		200		150		200		200		180

		Spinach Leaves (bundle)		300		300		300		300		300		300

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Bonga-Dry Fish		1000				1000		1000		1000		800

		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		500		500		500		500		500		500

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		500		700		700		600		600		620

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		700		700		700		700		600		680

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Bulgur (cup)		435		435		435		400		387		418.4

		Corn meal (cup)		1111		1111		1111						666.6

		Beans (cup)										714		142.8

		Lentils (cup)		1304		1304		1250		1250		1000		1221.6

		CSB (cup)		952		952		909		769		577		831.8

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Sugar (cup)		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Salt (cup)		769		769		769		769		769		769

				May

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		Average

		Petrol (gallon)		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500

		Diesel (gallon)		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000

		Kerosene (gallon)		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000

		Wood (bundles)		200		200		200		200		200		200





June

		Buying exchange rate for US$		June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Bank		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800

		Exchange bureau		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000

		parallel market		2015		2150		2150		2170		2121.25

		Selling exchange rate for US$		June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Bank		2250		2200		2200		2250		2225

		Exchange bureau		2300		2300		2300		2300		2300

		parallel market		2175		2190		2180		2200		2186.25

		FOOD ITEMS		June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		962		967		769		769		866.75

		Rice local per cup (wala)		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154

		Rice local per cup (rough)		1600		1600		1400		1400		1500

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Cassava tubers		1818		1786		1563		1176		1585.75

		Sweet Potato tubers		714		714		893		833		788.5

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Gari (cup)		385		400		400		400		396.25

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Cassava Leaves (bundles)		500		500		300		300		400

		Potato Leaves (bundles)		200		200		250		200		212.5

		Spinach Leaves (bundles)		300		400		500		500		425

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Bonga-Dry Fish		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000

		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		500		500		500		500		500

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		600		600		600		600		600

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		600		700		600		600		625

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Bulgur (cup)		400		417		417		417		412.75

		Corn meal (cup)										0

		Beans (cup)		741		1154		1154		833		970.5

		Lentils (cup)		926		1200		1250		1200		1144

		CSB (cup)		577		769				769		528.75

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Sugar (cup)		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Salt (cup)		769		769		769		769		769

				June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Petrol (gallon)		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500

		Diesel (gallon)		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000

		Kerosene (gallon)		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000

		Wood (bundles)		200		200		200		200		200





July

		Buying exchange rate for US$		July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		Average

		Bank		1800		1800		1900		1900		1850

		Exchange bureau		2000		2150		2200		2200		2137.5

		parallel market		2170		2220		2220		2350		2240

		Selling exchange rate for US$		July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bank		2250		2300		2300		2300		2287.5

		Exchange bureau		2300		2350		2400		2400		2362.5

		parallel market		2200		2250		2237		2370		2264.25

		FOOD ITEMS		July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		769		769		769		769		769

		Rice local per cup (wala)		1154		1200		1200		1200		1188.5

		Rice local per cup (rough)		1400		1400		1600		1538		1484.5

				July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava tubers		1250		1220		1250		1389		1277.25

		Sweet Potato tubers		806		758		893		862		829.75

				July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Gari (cup)		400		400		400		400		400

				July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava Leaves (bundles)		300		300		300		300		300

		Potato Leaves (bundles)		200		200		200		200		200

		Spinach Leaves (bundles)		500		500		500		500		500

				July

		Bonga-Dry Fish		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000

				500		500		500		500		500

				July

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		700		700		700		800		725

				600		600		600		600		600

				July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bulgur (cup)		417		417		417		385		409

		Corn meal (cup)						600				600

		Beans (cup)		833		833						833

		Lentils (cup)		1200		1200						1200

		CSB (cup)		769		769						769

				July

		Sugar (cup)		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

				1111		1071		1111		1154		1111.75

				July

		Salt (cup)		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

				769		800		800		741		777.5

				July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Petrol (gallon)		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500

		Diesel (gallon)		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000

		Kerosene (gallon)		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000

		Wood (bundles)		200		200		200		200		200





99-00

		Buying exchange rate for US$		Jan. '99'		Feb.		Mar.		April		May		June		July		Aug.		Sept.		Oct.		Nov.		Dec.		Jan. '00'		Feb.		Mar.		April		May		June		July

		Bank		1400				1900		1900		1950		1900		1900		1960		2088		2200		2200		2200		2280		2400		2300		1950		1800		1800		1850																						Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Exchange bureau		1700		1900		1980		1937.5		2070		2312.5		2315		2380		2513		2475		2560		2650		2790		2350		2300		2025		2020		2000		2137.5																				RICE (imported 25% broken) bag		790		758		760		763		825		905		900		844		840		858

		Parallel market		1875		2150		2129		2130		2130		2350		2363		2452		2570		2583		2680		2732.5		2900		2650		2400		2096		2012		2121.25		2240																				RICE (imported 15% broken) bag		827		765		760		763		845		963		955		892		870		820

		Selling exchange rate for US$																																																												Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Bank		1950				2100		2100		2160		2100		2100		2180		2338		2450		2470		2500		2560		2650		2550		2312.5		2280		2225		2287.5																				RICE (imported 25% broken) cup		851		690		719		817		1012		1075		1108		1008		1065		1186

		Exchange bureau		1900		2150		2240		2400		2380		2487.5		2488		2570		2713		2750		2790		2850		2940		2850		2637.5		2375		2380		2300		2362.5																				RICE (imported 15% broken) cup		1,051		776		731		852		1001		1125		1316		1230		1236		1082

		Parallel market		1940		2575		2238.4		2187.5		2230		2420		2403		2472		2628		2675		2768		2785		2938		2815		2437.5		2105		2018		2186.25		2264.25																				RICE (local - Wala - whole) cup		1,084		1,229		1,194		1,487		1703		1739		1739		1640		1917		2000

																																																												RICE (local - rough - broken) cup		1,084		1,295		1,722		1,750		2029		2187		2083		2355		2892		2062

		FOOD ITEMS

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		851		690		718.6		816.5		1009.6		935		1107.5		1008		1065		1186		1000.8		971.5		962		962		962		817.25		852.4		873.25		769																						Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Rice local per cup (wala)		1083.5		1228.5		1193.6		1487.25		1710.2		1739		1739		1640		1917		2000		1533		1177		1115.6		926		1154		865.5		1316.8		1154		1189																				MILLET (standard) cup		1,852		1,600		1,786		2,273		2359		2587		2825		2198		2538		1139

		Rice local per cup (rough)		1083.5		1294.5		1721.6		1750.25		2040		2291.5		2083		2355		2892		2062		1541		1081		1115.6		926		1250		1450		1640.2		1500		1485																				MAIZE (kernel grain) cup		576		962		1,144		1,058		1273		1304		1250		1215		1136		991

		SWEET POTATO pile		633		834		614		419		435		718		623		1076		962		708		724.4		669		659		765		779		634		662		818		830

		CASSAVA (tuber) pile		343		938				400		416		414		305		415		340		374		421.2		538		516		585		650		699		1263		1585		1277

																																																												CASSAVA (tuber) pile		343		938				400		416		414		305		415		340		374

		Gari (cup)				267		200		213		175		188		200		140		188		163		130		125		160		200		200		125		100		100		100

																																																														Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Cassava Leaves				500		520		500		500		500		350		300		350		300		300		325		380		300		300		500		433		400		300																				PALM OIL Pint 33 cl		713		1,100		780		525		525		500		700		660		700		700

		Potato Leaves				300		260		225		150		200		100		200		175		175		150		187.5		190		150		150		162.5		180		212.5		200

		Spinach Leaves				400		260		200		200		200		200		300		375		400		300		300		300		300		300		375		300		425		500																						Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

				Jan. '99'		Feb.		Mar.		April		May		June		July		Aug.		Sept.		Oct.		Nov.		Dec.		Jan. '00'		Feb.		Mar.		April		May		June		July																				CASSAVA LEAVES bundle		500		520		500		500		500		350		300		350		300

		Snapper/Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)				1000		1500		1250		1375		1750		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000		500		500		500		500		500		500		500																				POTATO LEAVES bundle		300		260		225		150		200		100		200		175		175

		Bonga-Dry Fish				2500		1600		885		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Palm oil		713		1,100		780		525		525		500		700		660		700		700		700		700		760		950		750		425		620		600		725																				SPINACH LEAVES bundle		400		260		200		200		200		200		300		375		400

		Vegetable oil				988		1,040		850		900		900		900		900		875		900		900		900		900		900		862.5		787.5		680		625		600

		Bulgur (cup)				107		719		742		879		1,082		1111		902		569		489		352.4		460.25		642.8		440.75		440		435		418.4		413		409																						Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Corn meal (cup)																										526		541		506.5		763.25		1111				600																				FISH - FRESH pile		1000		1500		1250		1375		1750		2000		2000		2000		2000

		Beans (cup)						750		1000		1003		890		952		902		871		808		800		792.25		720		800		606.25		722.75		714		970.5		833																				FISH - DRIED pile		2500		1600		885		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000

		Lentils (cup)				150		225		238		250		263		250		250		213		200		140		150		200		200		200		250		290		288		300

		CSB (cup)				1561		1,787		1,741		1540		1563		1727		1555		1301		1340										1336		1050.5		831.8		705		769																						Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																														500		488		500		500		500		500		75		100		100		100

		Sugar (cup)				267		288		313		300		338		350		350		338		300		300		312.5		1200		1200		1154		1154		1172.4		1177.75		1112																				LAUNDRY SOAP (local - powder)

																																																														Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Salt (cup)				537.5		1,333		1,548		746		857		907		891		750		755		954		851.5		833.8		784.5		762		741		781.4		784.5		778																				PETROL gallon		3,333		3,500		3,500		3,500		3500		3500		4000		4100		4500		4500

																																																												DIESEL gallon		3,167		3,000		3,000		3,000		3000		3000		3500		3600		4000		4000

		Petrol (gallon)		3,333		3,500		3,500		3,500		3500		3500		4000		4100		4500		4500		4500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500																				KEROSENE gallon		2,000		2,000		2,000		2,000		2000		2000		2000		2100		2500		2875

		Diesel (gallon)		3,167		3,000		3,000		3,000		3000		3000		3500		3600		4000		4000		4000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000

		Kerosene (gallon)		2,000		2,000		2,000		2,000		2000		2000		2000		2100		2500		2875		3000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000																						Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

		Wood (bundles)				500		500		385		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200																				WOOD - STICKS bundle		500		500		385		200		200		200		200		200		200

																																																														Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Bulgur		719		742		879		1,082		1111		902		569		489

																																																												CSB - cup - for 1 kg		1,787		1,741		1540		1563		1727		1555		1301		1340

																																																												Vegetable oil - pint		1,040		850		900		900		900		900		875		900

																																																														Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Beans - cup - for 1 kg		750		1000		1003		890		952		902		871		808

																																																												Lentils - cup		225		238		250		263		250		250		213		200

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Gari cup		267		200		213		175		188		200		140		188		163

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Onion - pile		1,000		1,000		650		750		625		2860		2186		1763		1648

																																																														Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Salt - cup - for 1 kg		1,333		1,548		746		857		907		891		750		755

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Maggi cube		100		100		125		100		100		138		100		100		150

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Sugar - bag		46,167		47,250		47,500		46000		49750		52000		51400		49000		47125

																																																														Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July. 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												Sugar - cup		267		288		313		300		338		350		350		338		300

																																																												MONTHLY EXCHANGE RATES

																																																												BUYING

																																																																Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July . 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																														Bank		1,400				1,900		1,900		1963		1900		1900		1960		2088		2200

																																																														Exchange Bureau		1,700		1,900		1,980		1,938		2050		2300		2315		2380		2513		2475

																																																														Parallel Market		1,875		2,150		2,129		2,130		2100		2350		2363		2452		2570		2583

																																																																Jan. 99		Feb. 99		Mar. 99		Apr. 99		May. 99		Jun. 99		July . 99		Aug . 99		Sept. 99		Oct. 99

																																																												SELLING		Bank		1,950				2,100		2,100		2175		2100		2100		2180		2338		2450

																																																														Exchange Bureau		1,900		2,150		2,240		2,400		2375		2475		2488		2570		2713		2750

																																																														Parallel Market		1,940		2,575		2,238		2,188		2200		2420		2403		2472		2628		2675





Data

		Buying exchange rate for US$

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bank		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1800		1900		1900

		Exchange bureau		2000		2000		2100		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000		2000		2150		2200		2200

		Parallel market		2010		2020		2010		2010		2010		2015		2150		2150		2170		2170		2220		2220		2350

		Selling exchange rate for US$

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bank		2300		2300		2300		2250		2250		2250		2200		2250		2250		2250		2300		2300		2300

		Exchange bureau		2350		2350		2450		2450		2300		2300		2300		2300		2300		2300		2350		2400		2400

		Parallel market		2015		2030		2015		2015		2015		2175		2190		2180		2200		2200		2250		2237		2370

		FOOD ITEMS

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		769		769		800		962		962		962		967		800		769		769		769		769		769

		Rice local per cup (wala)		1538		1538		1154		1200		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1200		1200		1200

		Rice local per cup (rough)		1667		1667		1667		1600		1600		1600		1600		1400		1400		1400		1400		1600		1538

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava tubers		769		862				1754		1667		1786		1786		1563		1205		1250		1220		1250		1389

		Sweet Potato tubers		625		625		676		625		578		758		758		893		862		806		758		893		862

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Gari (cup)		435		435		435		400		400		385		400		400		400		400		400		400		400

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava Leaves (bundles)		500						300		500		500		500		300		300		300		300		300		300

		Potato Leaves (bundles)		150		200		150		200		200		200		200		250		200		200		200		200		200

		Spinach Leaves (bundles)		300		300		300		300		300		300		400		500		500		500		500		500		500

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bonga-Dry Fish		1000				1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000		1000

		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500		500

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		500		700		700		600		600		600		600		600		600		700		700		700		800

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		700		700		700		700		600		600		700		600		600		600		600		600		600

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bulgur (cup)		435		435		435		400		387		400		417		417		417		417		417		417		385

		Corn meal (cup)		1111		1111		1111																		600

		Beans (cup)										714		741		1154		1154		833		833		833

		Lentils (cup)		1304		1304		1250		1250		1000		926		1200		1250		1200		1200		1200

		CSB (cup)		952		952		909		769		877		577		769				769		769		769

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Sugar (cup)		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1154		1111		1071		1111		1154

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Salt (cup)		769		769		769		769		769		769		769		769		769		769		800		800		741

				May										June								July

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Petrol (gallon)		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500		5500

		Diesel (gallon)		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000		5000

		Kerosene (gallon)		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000		4000

		Wood (bundles)		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200		200





availability

		Weekly Availability

		Availability of rice; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Rice local per cup (wala)		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		2		3

		Rice local per cup (rough)		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava tubers		3		3		4		3		3		3		3		3		3

		Sweet Potato tubers		2		2		3		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Gari (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava Leaves (bundles)		3		4		4		3		3		3		3		3		3

		Potato Leaves (bundles)		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		2

		Spinach Leaves (bundles)		2		2		2		2		2		2		3		3		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bonga-Dry Fish		2		4		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		2		2		2		2		3		2		2		2		2

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bulgur (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Corn meal (cup)		3		3		3		4		4		4				4		4

		Beans (cup)		4		4		4		4		3		3		3		3		3

		Lentils (cup)		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		3

		CSB (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		3		4		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Sugar (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Salt (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Availability; 1=Plenty, 2=Normal, 3=Scarce, 4=Absent

				May										June

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Petrol (gallon)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Diesel (gallon)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Kerosene (gallon)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Wood (bundles)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2





graph

		

		EXCHANGE RATE

		RICE

		Availability of Rice:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June'00								July '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		RICE (imported 25% broken) by cup		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		RICE (local - rough)		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3

		RICE (local - Wala)		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3

		TUBERS

		Availability of tubers:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June'00								July '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Cassava		3		3		4		2		3		3		3		3		2		2		2		2		3

		Potato		2		2		3		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		GARI

		Availability of gari:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June '00								July '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Gari (cup)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		LEAVES

		Availability of leaves:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June'00								July '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		CASSAVA LEAVES bundle		3		4		4		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3		3

		POTATO LEAVES bundle		2		2		2		3		3		3		3		3		2		2		2		2		2

		SPINACH LEAVES bundle		2		2		2		2		2		2		3		3		2		2		3		3		2

		OIL

		Availability of oil:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June '00								July '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Palm oil (pint 33cl)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2

		FISH

		Availability of oil:		1=Plenty		2=Normal		3=Scarce		4=Absent

				May '00										June '00								Jul '00

				1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		5th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk		1st wk		2nd wk		3rd wk		4th wk

		Bonga-Dry Fish (pile)		2		4		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2		2
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FOOD SECURITY UPDATE
FREETOWN - WEEKLY MARKET SURVEY
MAY- JULY 2000 and JAN 1999 - JULY 2000

This update is based on a weekly survey conducted at Sani Abacha Market, Freetown since January 1999. The prices of significant basic commodities are recorded, and where appropriate (eg rice and tubers), goods are weighed. Semi-structured interviews with market traders, truck drivers, trading companies, importing agents and monetary sectors provide the context and enable an analysis of changing market conditions. This issue contains a review of market prices between Janauary 1999 and July 2000.

Highlights for May - July 2000........................................page 1
Market Trends January 1999 - July 2000.......................page 1
Weekly market survey May - July 2000..........................pages 2-7
Market Survey Review January 1999 - July 2000..........pages 8-13
Surveys and analysis were undertaken by Johnson Kanu, Mary Tholley, Mohamed Jalloh, Lovell Sisay , Miriam Mulema and Ivan Kent.

HIGHLIGHTS IN SANI ABACHA MARKET, FREETOWN: May - June 2000

Early May was marked by a return to insecurity in the Northern Province, causing massive disruption to trade patterns. In the second week of May, the road between Waterloo and Masiaka was blocked, and although the route to the Southern Province was soon re-opened, Makeni, Magburaka and Kambia lay beyond reach of Freetown. July witnessed a return to the security problems in the Occra Hills, and increasing difficulties with the alternative route via Mabang Bridge. It also marked the beginning of the annual 'hunger gap'. However, apart from cassava, market prices in Freetown remain relatively stable and show a marked improvement on the situation last year. However, these improvements may be at the cost of food security in inacessible regions, since there is usually a high demand for imported items from Freetown to cover the seasonal food deficit in rural areas.

>>  Fall in the value of the Leones against the US Dollar
From June, the steady increase in the value of the Leone that had been witnessed since February was reversed, and the Leone began to fall once again. 

>>  Price of rice stays relatively low 
As imports of rice continued and transport routes to the provinces became blocked, supplies in Freetown were generally abundant and prices held low. Local rice showed an unseasonably increase in availability due to the blockage of routes to markets in Guinea. There was a slight increase in the price of local rice at the end of July.

>> Temporary absence of cassava tubers - hike in prices
Following the may incidents, cassava tubers were absent from the market for the third week in May, and returned during the 4th week at double the price per kg.

>> Decreased availability of Palm oil
The palm oil harvesting season came to an end with a subsequent rise in price. 

>> Availability and price of food aid fluctuates 
The avialability and price of food aid in the market generally follows the pattern of distirbutions in IDP camps. Bulgur remained at a low price, while CSB was scace as a result of consumption and sale by new IDPs (from stocks loaned by relatives in camps).

Exhange rates remained relatively stable during the security incidents in early May. Only the exchange bureau registered a temporary fall in the value of the Leone during the 3rd and 4th week. However the Leone began to fall across all markets in June and July, with changes first registered in the parallel market (which deals mostly with small traders), followed by the exchange bureau and finally the bank. This is a significant reversal of the trend of a gradual strengthening of the Leone since January 2000 (see Freetown Market Review, below)

The two most important tubers available in Freetown are cassava and sweet potato. The disparity in the availability and price of these during the last three months can be explained by largely by their different cultivation and preservation characteristics. Cassava stores well in the ground, but easily bruised after harvest, especially during transport. Sweet potato does not store well in the ground, especially during the rains. However, it is more durable once harvested. 

The price and availability of cassava in Freetown was severely affected by the temporary closure of the main route to the provinces during May. In the 3rd week, cassava tubers were totally absent from the market. When they returned, they had more than doubled in price, reflecting the continuing cut in trade to Makeni in the Northern Province, which is one of the principle source areas. In July, stocks from Port Loko (by sea), Moyamba and Bo conitnued, and prices stabilised as a result of improving trade routes, with a small increase in the end of the month as a result of increasing tension in the Occra Hills. Gari, which is pre-processed form of cassava, and more easily preserved, was much less affected by the problems in trade circulation (see below).

In contrast, the price of potato tubers exhibited a gradual increase throughout the season as heavy rain began to have an impact on production, making the tubers more prone to rot.

As with tubers, cassava leaves were absent in the second and third weeks of May due to the temporary closure of the Waterloo-Masiaka highway. Improvements in trade circulation at the end of June, together with increased production due to the onset of the rains led to subsequent improvements in availability. In contrast, spinach leaves are adversely affected by heavy rains.  The price increase from the second week of June reflects the reduction in supply due to the beginning of intense rains.

Palm and vegetable oil remained in 'normal' supply in retail markets. However, lack of access to sources of production caused an increase in the price of palm oil in the second week of May. The price in Palm oil is generally rising during this time of year as the production comes to an end due to the onset of the rains. The price of vegetable oil remained fairly stable, except for a minor increase in the second week of June. It remains low and stable in price, due to the high volumes sold following the food aid distributions to displaced persons in  the Western area.

Aside from the absence of Bonga during the second week of May (reportedly due to participation of traders and fisher-folk in the demonstration at the house of the RUF leader), both species have been normal in supply due to the increased number of fishing vessels arriving in Tombo and Goderich wharf.

A general pattern of a reduction in prices at the end of each month, mirrors the camp distribution timetable. The availability of bulgur remained 'normal' throughout the period with only minor fluctuations in price. Corn meal became absent after the third week of May, after being dropped from some aid distributions. A small quantity was seen in the third week of July with a trader who was disposing of remaining stock.
Beans were absent during the first four weeks in May, to be replaced by lentils. This is also a reflection of changes to the components of the food aid ration. 

The availability of CSB in the central market showed some fluctuation during the last three months.  Interviews suggest that this is a result of the increased numbers of new IDPs arrving in Freetown. Those receiving food aid usually sell part of their CSB ration to established traders. As a result of the influx, some new IDPs also borrowed food aid from their hosts either to consume or to sell in the street, with the result that a smaller quantity was sold by the regular traders.

The supply and price of imported sugar and local salt remained stable during the reporting period (at Le 769 per kg for salt and Le 1154 for sugar). Port records indicate that a total of 671 MT of sugar arrived in May, and 22 MT in June. Total tonnage from January to June is 5,057 MT.

Throughout May, June and July, all fuel types remained stable in both supply and price.
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Throughout the reporting period, supplies of imported in Freetown market rice remained 'normal', while local rice remained relatively scarce.  The harvest season for local rice ended in February. Apart from a small quantity of early riverine rice, no new stocks of local rice are expected to be produced for the market until mid-September. 

Prices were unstable during the three months as a result of changing security circumstances, the arrival of new shipments and speculation by traders. Local wala rice experienced a sharp fall in price in the thrid week of May. This is suspected to be associated with the effective closure of the road from Port Loko to Guinea (via Kambia),  traditionally an important market for wala rice. As a result, itinerant traders in Port Loko sold their rice in Freetown instead (largely via boat). 

The price of local (rough) rice  fell in mid-June, partly as a result of increasing competition from the availability of 100% broken imported rice (not shown on the graph) and another type known locally as 'Big Joe'.  

The price of imported rice in Freetown is influenced by accessibility to other parts of the country as well as the the volume of imports (and the strength of the Leone). New stocks of imported rice arrived at the docks in early May. According to traders, there was a high demand from the Provinces once the road to the South re-opened, and this was enough to prevent a fall in the price of the new imported rice until the 3rd week of June. 

In the second and third week of June, local rice began to increase in price, as stocks fell. Imported rice was unaffected, and maintained a relatively low price.

Prices per 0.25kg cup at the beginning of May: local wala = Le 400; local rough = Le 400; imported = Le 200.
Prices per 0.25kg cup at the end of July:  local wala = Le 300; local rough = Le 400; imported = Le 200.
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FOOD SECURITY REVIEW
FREETOWN - MONTHLY MARKET SURVEY
JANUARY 1999 to JULY 2000
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Since January 1999 all exchange markets have followed the same trend, with the tendencies in the parallel market generally more marked. The value of the Leone against the Dollar fell steadily throughout 1999 (Between January 1999 and January 2000 the Leone lost Le 645 at bank rates and Le 1011.5 on the parallel market). The Leone started to gain against the dollar in February 2000, largely as a result of a policy to liberalise the sale of dollars at the Central Bank (non-bank institutions and businesses became eligible for direct purchase of dollars). Improved business confidence, trade and security environments up to May 2000 also helped in boosting the value of the Leone during that period. 

From May 2000, the value of the Leone again began to fall, led by the parallel market. In the bank, the fall is linked to a return to restricted access to central bank dollars.
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The ACF Freetown market survey regularly monitors the price and availability of 4 types of rice: imported 15% broken, imported 25% broken, local rough and local wala (parboiled). These are the most widely consumed, although other types (eg 100% broken) are available from time to time.  '15% broken' and '25% broken' are very close substitues and their relative presence in Sierra Leone depends largely on the availability of each type in world markets. '25% broken' became absent in January 2000, and since then '15% broken has been prevalent.

The statistics base at the Queen Elisabeth II Quay registered a total of 75,429 MT of commercially imported rice arriving at the Port in 1999. Between January and June 2000, the port recorded imports of 40,300 MT. 

Prices of imported rice were lower during the first half of 2000 than in the first half of 1999. The price per kg of imported rice (sold by the cup) in July 2000 was Le 769 compared with Le 1107.5 in July 1999. Despite the onset of the hunger season, imported rice in July 2000 was at the lowest market price since March 1999. This may in part be due to limited access to the provinces. When demand from the provinces is high (for example when a previously blocked route beomes accessible), the price of imported rice in Freetown generally rises.

The availability of local rice in Freetown is largely influenced by levels of production, the viability of transport networks and security. There is a general pattern of good availability and low prices during the harvest season (peaking in December and January) and a low availability and high prices during the hunger season (with scarcity in August and September). Rough rice generally commands a higher price than wala due to versatility, the greater number of grains per volume, and to a lesser extent in urban areas, cultural signifiance. 

As with imported rice, the price of local rice was also low during the first half of 2000 when compared with 1999. The price per kg of local rough rice (sold by the cup) in July 2000 was Le 1485 compared with Le 2083 in July 1999. The continued relatively modest price of local rice is in part due to competition from cheap imported rice, and may also have been influenced by the inaccessibility of markets in Guinea (leading to rice from Port Loko being redirected to Freetown). However, the major influence is likely to be from an accumulation of stocks from the provinces during the 1999/2000 harvest season. In contrast, the harvest in 1998/1999 co-incided with the crisis across the north and in Freetown. Much was looted, or lost to weeds and pests, and trade routes to the provinces were blocked for several months. All of these factors led to scarcity and extremely high prices in Freetown in September 1999 (Le 2892 per kg of local rough).

Yields from the growing season April 1999 to January 2000 are expected to have been better than the previous year. Despite continuing security problems during some periods, farmers were able to harvest between December 1999 and January 2000.  Compared to the previous year, trade routes from the provinces to Freetown immediately after the harvest were open, although there were some attempts at a regional embargo (notably in Bombali). In general, Freetown consumers benefitted from the improving conditions in the provinces up to May 2000, and the deterioration in trade circulation since then may have played a part in maintaining low prices. In the Northern Province, without the previously anticipated access to imported rice, conditions are expected to be much worse.

Although cassava is planted and harvested all year round, its availability and price in the Freetown market are vulnerable to transport constraints. The impact of problems with trade circulation can clearly be seen between January and April 1999 and April and July 2000. There is also a slight increase in the price of cassava in August and Sept. '99' due to more dependence on this product in the provinces during the hunger gap. 

A background trend has been the steadily rising price of cassava between July 1999 and April 2000. This is in marked contrast with the pattern exhibited by Gari, and may reflect the increasing trend for cassava to be processed on site before being transported to Freetown (see below).  Sweet potato is a much more seasonal crop, is grown in the Western Area and is adversly affected by heavy rains, hence the seasonal pattern in price.

Cassava Leaves

Potato Leaves

Spinach Leaves

Leones per tie

Leaves

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

April

May

May

May

June

June

June

July

July

July

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

April

May

May

May

June

June

June

July

July

July

500

300

400

520

260

260

500

225

200

500

150

200

500

200

200

350

100

200

300

200

300

350

175

375

300

175

400

300

150

300

325

187.5

300

380

190

300

300

150

300

300

150

300

500

162.5

375

433

180

300

400

212.5

425

300

200

500

As with cassava tubers, the price and availability of cassava leaves in Freetown is strongly influenced by the viability of transport routes from the provinces, with high prices experienced in Jan-July 1999 and May 2000. In addition, luxuriant growth in the wet season allows increased production and lower prices from July to November. The price of Potato leaves is influenced by that of cassava, although they show much less fluctuation since they are grown throughout the Western Area. In contrast to cassava leaves, the growth of spinach leaves is adversely affected by heavy rains, hence a general increase in price during the rainy season.

Gari (cup)

Leones per cup

Gari

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Mar.

April

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Mar.

April

May

June

July

267

200

213

175

188

200

140

188

163

130

125

160

200

200

125

100

100

100

Gari is a processed form of cassava. It has superior preservation qualities to the parent tuber, with a high demand in urban centres such as Freetown, Conakry and even Abidjan. Over the past year there has been a general decline in the price in Freeetown as availability has increased. Bo has been the traditional centre for Gari, but the industry is spreading, and with the introduction of portable mechanical shredders, more can be processed in the areas of production. The availability of Gari falls from January to March because farmers are engaged in rice harvesting (labour is thought to be the major constraint to agricultural production in Sierra Leone). Consequently, prices rise during this period.

Palm oil

Vegetable oil

Leones per 'pint' (33cl)

Oil

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

May

May

June

June

July

July

Aug.

Aug.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

May

May

June

June

July

July

713

1100

988

780

1040

525

850

525

900

500

900

700

900

660

900

700

875

700

900

700

900

700

900

760

900

950

900

750

862.5

425

787.5

620

680

600

625

725

600

The availability of palmoil is stongly influenced by the production calendar.  Palmoil harvesting usually takes place from late February to the onset of heavy rains in late June.  Thus the availability of palmoil is usually at its peak in April and May months, resulting in a low price at this time. It is easily stored, and therefore presents ideal opportunities for hoarding, and is therefore not so susceptible to trade circulation problems (the increase in price in May 2000 is reported to be due to the early onset of rains in the Southern Province as well as anticipated shortages in Freetown due to the temporary road blockage between Waterloo and Masiaka). In contrast, the price of vegetable oil has shown a steady declining trend, with a slight seasonal drop in price to 
as a result of fluctuations in the price of palm oil. The downward trend may be attributed to strengthening of the Leone in the first few months of 2000 (for commercial imported stocks), together with steady aid supplies in Western Area camps. 




Due to insecurity in January '99', the price of palm oil was very high as the little that was available was hoarded.  As the security improved in some parts of Koya and the western area, traders began bringing in this commodity via Mabang axis, from Bo and Moyamba and even the coastal line e:g Loko masama. Secondly, the fall can be attributed to the usual harvest period ie from February to June .

Of all food aid items, CSB and Bulgur are the highest in demand since they provide a direct substitute for rice.  CSB was absent for four months while it was not distributed in the Western Area camps.  The price of CSB fell in 2000 following increased availability in the market.   Bulgur shows a rise in price from May to July 1999, but remained stable in May to July 2000. This is likely to be linked to the differnt trade circulation patterns. In 1999, there was a good market for bulgur in the provinces whereas in the same period in 2000, the road to the north was completely blocked. 

The statistics department at the Queen Elisabeth II Quay reported a total tonnage of 37,159 MT of food aid arriving between January and June 2000.

Salt (cup)

Leones

Salt

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Mar.

April

May

June

July

Aug.

Sept.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Mar.

April

May

June

July

537.5

1333

1548

746

857

907

891

750

755

954

851.5

833.8

784.5

762

741

781.4

784.5

778

Generally, salt is available in greater quantities during the dry season.  The price ion Freetown rose sharply in ealry 1999 due to security problems, but the price and availability have been stable since.

Petrol (gallon)

Diesel (gallon)

Kerosene (gallon)

Wood (bundles)

Leones

Fuel

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

April

April

May

May

May

May

June

June

June

June

July

July

July

July

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Aug.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

April

April

May

May

May

May

June

June

June

June

July

July

July

July

3333

3167

2000

3500

3000

2000

500

3500

3000

2000

500

3500

3000

2000

385

3500

3000

2000

200

3500

3000

2000

200

4000

3500

2000

200

4100

3600

2100

200

4500

4000

2500

200

4500

4000

2875

200

4500

4000

3000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

5500

5000

4000

200

There have been three major increases in the price of petoleum fuels between 1999 and 2000 (June 1999, September 1999 and December 1999). Increases are due to world prices and the removal of subsidies in accordance with structural adjustment policies.

Rice imported per cup (25% broken)

Rice local per cup (wala)

Rice local per cup (rough)

leones per kg

Rice

1st wk
May

1st wk
May

1st wk
May

2nd wk

2nd wk

2nd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

4th wk

4th wk

4th wk

5th wk

5th wk

5th wk

1st wk
June

1st wk
June

1st wk
June

2nd wk

2nd wk

2nd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

4th wk

4th wk

4th wk

1st wk
July

1st wk
July

1st wk
July

2nd wk

2nd wk

2nd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

3rd wk

4th wk

4th wk

4th wk

769

1538

1667

769

1538

1667

800

1154

1667

962

1200

1600

962

1154

1600

962

1154

1600

967

1154

1600

800

1154

1400

769

1154

1400

769

1154

1400

769

1200

1400

769

1200

1600

769

1200

1538

FREETOWN - WEEKLY MARKET SURVEY
MAY - JULY 2000

SWEET POTATO pile

CASSAVA (tuber) pile

Leones for 1kg

Tubers

Jan. '99'

Jan. '99'

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

May

May

June

June

July

July

Aug.

Aug.

Sept.

Sept.

Oct.

Oct.

Nov.

Nov.

Dec.

Dec.

Jan. '00'

Jan. '00'

Feb.

Feb.

Mar.

Mar.

April

April

May

May

June

June

July

July

633

343

834

938

614

419

400

435

416

718

414

623

305

1076

415

962

340

708

374

724.4

421.2

669

538

659

516

765

585

779

650

634

699

662

1263

818

1585

830

1277

Lentils (cup)

Leones

Lentils

150

225

238

250

263

250

250

213

200

140

150

200

200

200

250

290

288

300



		Jan. '99'		Jan. '99'		Jan. '99'

		Feb.		Feb.		Feb.

		Mar.		Mar.		Mar.

		April		April		April

		May		May		May

		June		June		June

		July		July		July

		Aug.		Aug.		Aug.

		Sept.		Sept.		Sept.

		Oct.		Oct.		Oct.

		Nov.		Nov.		Nov.

		Dec.		Dec.		Dec.

		Jan. '00'		Jan. '00'		Jan. '00'

		Feb.		Feb.		Feb.

		Mar.		Mar.		Mar.

		April		April		April

		May		May		May

		June		June		June

		July		July		July



Bulgur (cup)

Beans (cup)

CSB (cup)

Leones

Relief Food Items

107

1561

719

750

1787

742

1000

1741

879

1003

1540

1082

890

1563

1111

952

1727

902

902

1555

569

871

1301

489

808

1340

352.4

800

460.25

792.25

642.8

720

440.75

800

440

606.25

1336

435

722.75

1050.5

418.4

714

831.8

413

970.5

705

409

833

769



				Nov				Buying exchange rate for US$		DEC

						2200		Bank		2200

		RICE (imported 25% broken) bag		860		2560		Exchange bureau		2650		RICE (imported 25% broken) bag for 1kg		865

		RICE (imported 25% broken) cup				2680		Parallel market		2732.5		RICE (imported 15% broken)bag for 1kg		900

		RICE (imported 15% broken) bag		900

		RICE (imported 15% broken) cup		1282.4				Selling exchange rate for US$

		RICE (local - Wala - whole) cup				2470		Bank		2500

		RICE (local - rough - broken) cup				2790		Exchange bureau		2850		RICE (imported 25% broken) cup

						2768		Parallel market		2785		RICE (imported 15% broken) cup		1165.5

		MILLET (standard) cup		1667.6								RICE (local - Wala - whole)cup for 1kg

		MAIZE (kernel grain) cup		848				FOOD ITEMS				RICE (local - rough - broken)cup for 1kg

						1000.8		Rice imported per cup (25% broken)		971.5

		LENTILS  cup				1533		Rice local per cup (wala)		1177

		BULGUR  cup				1541		Rice local per cup (rough)		1081

		CSB  cup										MILLET (standard) cup for 1kg		1884.5

		SALT  cup				724.4		SWEET POTATO pile		669		MAIZE (kernel grain) cup for 1kg		880.25

		BEANS  cup				421.2		CASSAVA (tuber) pile		538

		ONION  pile		1310.4

						130		Gari (cup)		125

		GARRI										LENTILS - cup

		SUGAR CUP				300		Cassava Leaves (bundles)		325		BULGUR - cup - for 1 kg

		SUGAR BAG		47000		150		Potato Leaves (bundles)		187.5		CSB - cup - for 1 kg

		MAGGI CUBE PC		150		300		Spinach Leaves (bundles)		300		SALT (Local) - cup for 1kg

												BEANS - cup for 1kg

		VEGETABLE OIL pt cl				2000		Herring-Fresh Fish (pile)		2000

		PALMOIL				1000		Bonga-Dry Fish		1000

		SWEET POTATO TUBERS				700		PALM OIL Pint 33 cl		700		ONION for 1kg		1696.75

		CASSAVA TUBERS				900		Vegetable oil (pint 33cl)		900

		CASSAVA Leaves

		POTATO LEAVES				352.4		Bulgur (cup)		460.25

		SPINACH LEAVES						Corn meal (cup)				GARRI  cup

						800		Beans (cup)		792.25

		FISH - FRESH				140		Lentils (cup)		150

		FISH - DRIED						CSB (cup)

												SUGAR  cup

		NON FOOD ITEM				300		Sugar (cup)		312.5

		LAUNDARY SOAP		100

		PETROL				954		Salt (cup)		851.5

		DIESEL										SUGAR bag		47500

		KEROSENE				4500		Petrol (gallon)		5500

		WOOD STICKS				4000		Diesel (gallon)		5000

						3000		Kerosene (gallon)		4000

						200		Wood (bundles)		200		MAGGI Cube 1pc		112.5

												VEGETABLE OIL - pint 33cl

												PALM OIL -  Pint 33cl

												SWEET POTATO pile 1kg

												CASSAVA (tuber) pile 1kg

												CASSAVA LEAVES bundle

												POTATO LEAVES bundle

												SPINACH LEAVES bundle

												FISH - FRESH pile

												FISH - DRIED pile

												LAUNDRY SOAP (local - powder)		100

														200

														100

												PETROL gallon

												DIESEL gallon

												KEROSENE gallon

												WOOD STICKS bundle

												WEEKLY EXCHANGE RATES

												BUYING

														2200

														2650

														2732.5

												SELLING

														2500

														2850

														2785



FREETOWN MARKET TRENDS: January 1999 - July 2000

>> Price of rice reduced
All types of rice show a marked reduction in price when compared with the same period in 1999.

>> Gari replaces tubers as preferred cassava product from the provinces
Long term trends suggest an increase in processing of cassava at the site of production and transport to Freetown in Gari form. Cassava is becoming an important cash crop in the Provinces.
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